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BY TAMARA 


right red, yellow and blue colours flash on a black back- 

ground, revealing a sample of games I could play. It was 

the innocent entertainment machine we know as the VLT. 

Little did I realize the nightmare I was about to gnter as I 
dropped my first quarter into the slot. That was in the fall of 1993 
more than five years ago. 


Two years ago, the black sky that cried rain as I drove home was 
symbolic of the blackness in my mind and of the tears that rolled 
down my face. The madness, the pain, the insanity, the thoughts 
of suicide that filled me were unbearable. Ending my life seemed 
more inviting than continuing to live. There were only two rea- 
sons I would be on my way home. It was either the bar was closed 
or I’d drained my bank account of it’s last nickel. 


Why couldn't I just stop and walk away? What was it about 
those machines that made me lose control of myself and not care 
about work, my relationship, friends, family or even the people 
around me. Here I was, a yoga instructor, I’d studied psychology, 
became a Reiki Practitioner. I was extremely creative and playful, 
successful at almost everything | tried and | couldn’t control my 
actions or my behaviours. I was hurting people around me and I 
wasn't even aware of it. 


It was the extreme pain that I felt that made me stop for the 
third time. I knew I had to or I wouldn’t survive much longer. 

| was determined to find the answers to what caused my VLT 
addiction. I knew the colours on the machine had a definite affect 
on how | felt emotionally, psychologically and physically. They 
made me feel better, they gave me an excitement, the lights had a 
calmness, a sort of soothing effect that made me feel relaxed with 
what I was doing. The sounds from the VLTs, I also realized played 
an important role. When the refund statement is printing out, it is 


the same sound as a bank machine 
statement printing out. How clever 
I thought to have associated the 
sound from a bank machine to give 
me a false sense that I was drawing 
money from my own bank account. 
| also discovered that there are two 
distinct sounds. Once you put the 
loonie into the machine, and only 
play a quarter at a time, there is one 
sound and then another once the 
whole loonie has been gambled. The 
first tune is from Handel’s Messiah 
more specifically “Hal Le Lu Jah”, 
Handel’s connotation in praise of the 
Lord. Once the entire loonie is gam- 
bled the tune is a piece from 
Vaudeville which later came to accom- 
pany building excitement in children’s 
cartoons. 
There is still more to it. There is touch, 
a basic human need. My memory of 
touch was “Don’t Touch That!” or 
being pushed away and my dominant 
memory of being touched was with a 
wooden spoon, leather belt or willow 
stick. If 1am uncomfortable asking for 
this need to be met, I was subconscious- 
ly meeting this need by touching the 
video screen. 
There is a book, NLP(Neuro Linguistics 
Programming) Comprehensive 
(Arvada&Co.), which talks about how 
the language we use affects our nervous 
systems. NLP was discovered by Richard 
Bandler and John Grinder who have 
combined backgrounds in psychology, 
linguistics and computer science. NLP is 
based on our five senses and how we store 
j Y¢ € 10 n 
accesses these memories is through one of 
the visual, auditory or feel. One way to 
ing to them. If their eyes go up and down 
they are accessing their visual sense, side to 
side they are accessing their hearing sense. If the eyes go down to 
the right the dominant sense is feeling, down to the left is consid- 
ered paying heed to internal dialogue. 


That's it | thought. When sitting in front of the VLT the first 
movement I made was to look down either to the left or right to 
put my money in, accessing my feeling or my internal dialogue. 
The next was to touch the screen to choose a game, again down 
to the right. To play the game I had to touch a play button down 
to the right. The next eye movement was to look straight ahead 
accessing my auditory and when | won my eyes would look up to 
the right or left depending on the game. The constant looking 
down, to the middle and up was accessing my three basic senses 
and literally programming my nervous system to the VLT. 


Randy Adams, an executive from Anchor Gaming, a billion dol- 


lar casino company that manufactures these machines stated in a 
recent television interview that “Absolutely. We do a lot of 
research and studying into attacking the senses. We are trying to 
concentrate on audio, visual, smell, touch and feel.” 


This validated a theory I was working on. I wonder if our 
Government and the bar owners are just as addicted to these 
machines as the VLT player is? What amazes me is that the mem- 
bers of the hospitality industry are fighting to keep these 
machines in bars and lounges. I thought hospitality meant enter- 
taining with kindness and generosity, but they don’t seem to care 
that I’ve become addicted to these machines. What is said is 
“tough luck Honey! It was your choice to play.” They are making 
these profits at the expense of human lives. People are being 
seduced, they are caught in a “conspiracy of greed, money and 
power and this in our society has become more valuable than 
human lives. @ 


Find it! 
In Edmonton Treat it 
Beat it! 


The windows of the ninety-year- Possible symptoms of a benign 
: ’ Se brain tumor 

old Mustard Seed Church in 
Edmonton are boarded up as a pro- Needs — 

—: See immediate 
tective measure due to the rough ; 

: attention! 

inner city neighborhood. Inside, 
there is bustling activity 


In Calgary 
BY KIMBERLEY 


e Ear noise? 


e Dizziness? 


LANGFORD FLUET 


"| want to see the Mustard Seed 


e Loss of balance? 
regain its place as being an important 


The Mustard Seed is a ministry that 
comprises both the church and the com- 
munity and bridges Calgary's straight 
society with the street society. 


e One-sided hearing loss? 


part of the community," said 
Executive Director Neil pace ae oer 
MacLean,"We're trying to get it to be sr gars 
a - nny ics x Box 369 
a warmer, friendlier and cleaner envi- Edmonton, AB TS} 2)6 
r~S Phone: 1-800-561-ANAC(2622) 
Email: anac@compusmart.ab.ca 


Consult your Doctor 


“There has been a philosophy,” 
explains Phil Estabrooks, the Seed’s associ- 
ate Director of Community Education 
and Resources, “that the street is street 
and that straight is straight and never the 
twain shall meet. However, it’s important 
that all strains of society meet. One place 
where they can meet is within the 
church.” 


ronment." 


The building has undergone 
extensive repairs. There is still 
much work needed with the 
goal of keeping it operational 
for another ten to twenty years. 


At noon, people line up for a 
meal of soup, a bun and coffee. 
The week before the welfare 
checks are issued, the line up 
stretches across the room and 
spills onto the stairway to the 
front door. In 1997, eighty 
thousand hot meals were 
served. 


Historically the Seed has its roots in the 
Baptist Church, now however, it has 
become interdenominational. For 
instance, both the St. Pius V and St. 
Mary’s churches help out by providing 
meal programs. 

“We thank God every Sunday that St. 
Mary’s has been doing meals,” Phil 
stressed. “It really gives our staffers a 
DrTeak. 

rhe Mustard Seed is. a very impressive 
building. The main floor, traditionally 


A clothing bank upstairs 
offers not only clothes but 


small items. These are in great 


called the living room, has a drop-in cen- gee ree ph oe ‘ AVAILABLE - os 
tre where the street community can relax ee Wwaen se assistance Cu THIS FALL «Ss "new LT 
P eee ck ay se x ; 
and feel safe. This is where meals are served and where pro- a BK OD MONEY INE Sern UP AT ALL AS A 
grams such as Arts and Crafts and other recreations are offered. US. Ait tems are donated. 6000 ROCKI 
The art program has allowed some of the participants to show Mustard Seed has the busiest food bank outlet in the city, giv- ee 
fas sie fame sooKsTorss | AS 


and sell their work to the community. ing out over one thousand hampers per month to residents of 
the Boyle-McCauley community. The low over the past three 
months was 43 hampers, with a high of 176 in one day. The last ROWAN BOOKS 
week before welfare checks come out, 
the food bank overflows with people. 
The harassed volunteer at the door has 
to monitor how many are allowed in at 
a time. The waiting room can only hold 
thirty people. 


{AN URGUHART } 
Last year alone the Seed provided 200,655 meals. There is an 
emergency food supply for single moms and residents in the 
long-term program who are beginning to get established. The 
Seed store offers clothing, personal hygiene products and sleep- 
ing bags to those in need. There is a sixty bed emergency shel- 
ter with a sock exchange. Also in the works is a shower and 
laundry facility. Phil hopes for it to be completed by Christmas. 


Speaking about the Seed’s Community Education programs, 
Phil explains “Most of us are all beyond survival and know 
what it is is to live, however people in the inner city are living 
at the survival level. For example what is it like for the person 
with mental illness. He might think, where will I find food 
today? Where am I going to sleep? Where am I going to find 
clothes to wear or how will | feed my addiction?” 


Ramdeo Persaud, coordinator of the 
food bank depot, says, "The people are 
unable to make it for two major rea- 
sons. We have people that are trying to 
get a job, and may be working only 
one day out of the week, and we have 
people unable to make it on welfare. 
They get a sense of belonging coming 
here. They can laugh a little. They are 
getting something to take home.” 


One component of this education is the Meet the Street 
night which was held in both Edmonton and Calgary. It is a 
night long street walk. The participants are broken up into 


A church service 


that welcomes 


groups of three and each individual is given a scenario of per- Ear everyone... 
son that the Seed has dealt with. The individual has to look at = well we Mustard Seed re problem! 
the street through that person’s perspective. mepermpnenicy Progra Wor - wan saan 
the prison system helping inmates United Church 

The Seed also offers other residency programs to help people become reestablished in the communi- The guy in Sundays 10:30 am 
off the streets and to keep them off. As well they provide a $y. Thre are two Hundred inmates - 101 St. at 
reintegration program for people recently released from prison. _sejeased into Edmonton every charge is very Maciienita Cawe 

Our Voice writer Kimberley Langford Fluet will take a more month.@ informal. i 428-1818 
intensive look into Calgary’ s very impressive and helpful 
Mustard Seed Church in coming issues. # Nin ditiiiens tal tas Waawood United Church 

at 426-5600 


CL/O 


For Donations call Phil Estabrooks at 269-1319 To volunteer call Pat Bush 
To Volunteer call Larysa Roemer at 269-1319 at 426-5600 


Elect a PEOPLE FIRST mayor. 
YOU CAN JOIN OUR CAMPAIGN - 439-8744 


Bus: (403) 944-9209 
Fax: (403) 486-4690 


HITCH. 
WAREHOUSE 


17220 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5S 1E5 
1-800-661-7557 


MIDTOWN 


AUTO PARTS 
ALberta’s Used Parts Speciakisis 


Truck and Auto e Domestic and Foreign 


CALL 452-6470 


14815A Yellowhead Trail, Edmonton 
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= CANADIAN MENTAL 
HEALTH ASSOCIATION 


Alberta North Central Region 
SELF ADVOCACY AND LEADERSHIP TRAINING 


8e in charge of your personal & professional growth 
CMHA-ANCR is pleased to announce that applications are being accepted for the 


Self and Leadership Training. 
a Sheree penn sppnanme eee 


Pidenttty personal strengths and leadership abisitre. 
~ Gain wlenlc with public speaking 
<Learn effective communication and negotiation skills >... and much more! 
Participants are consumers of mental health services, age 18 or older, who are able to concentrate 
and who possess the potential to enhance communication skills. If you ore interested contact 


Kirsten @ 414-6300 for an application. There is no charge to be o part of this program. 


3 HE BE BE HE SE TE FRE BR BEE SE SH DHE He DE SIE HE SHE BE SE BIE IE IC BC IC HC Se SE HE IE KE SE SIE HE 9 


Shirts * Jackets * Caps 
Calendars * Memo Pads 
Glassware * Safety Awards 
Pens * Lapel Pins 
Golf Accessories & more. 


455-2277 


14740-119th Ave. 
Fax: 447-2731 


The Parish o 


Christ Churc 
(Anglican) 
121 16-102 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alta. 
TSN OL6 


Saluting all Fond Du Lac Economic 
those whose Development Corporation 


hard work 
promotes 
Aboriginal 
Economic 


Development 


om 
= Tel (306) 686-4856 or Fax (306) 686-2040 
Tel (306) 686-4856 or Fax (306) 686-2040 


Fond Du Lac Development Corp. 
Box 211, Fond Du Lac, SK SOJ OW0 


ee 


Enrich your life 
— Experience the worship and traditions 
of other religions 


EXPLORATIONS PROGRAM 
sponsored by 
Edmonton Interfaith Centre for 
Education and Action 


For information call 413-6159 
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She was exhausted when 
she asked for help 


Mother loses 
tive children to 
child weltare 


BY ALLISON KYDD ; 


Lisa is a 34-year-old single mother of five children, all 
of whom are in foster care against her wishes. She says 
she has been both helped and victimized by the Child 
Welfare Act, depending on who was delivering the ser- 
vices. 

There is little question that Child Welfare has the 
protection and well-being of children at heart. As one 
description of its services says, Child Welfare is here to 
safeguard your child's right to grow up free from abuse 
or neglect. If you can't meet your child's need to be safe, 
you should ask Child Welfare for help. 


And that is exactly what Lisa did. And by asking for 
help she set in motion a series of very painful events. 

Lisa has.asked for help on more than one occasion, 
most recently in August of 1997. She is not only parent- 
ing her five children on her own, but faces a number of 


other challenges. First, she has had no permanent part- 
a ne YT ST EET SET POTTS é 


anyone who Sper UIT 


a likeable person - Ings as she says, "You can't ask your 
friends to look after your children." 


To add to her worries, Lisa's eldest child was diag- 
nosed a few years ago as having Attention Deficit 
Disorder (ADD). Lisa questions that assessment, and 
one psychiatrist called in by Child Welfare suggests that 
the boy's behaviour is quite typical of a thirteen year 
old. 


In spite of this positive assessment of her oldest son 
and her own faith in him, Lisa was told that he should 
not be allowed to babysit. When she used her own 
judgment about that, she was charged with not co-oper- 
ating with her support worker and threatened. If she 
didn't cooperate, said the representative of Child 
Welfare, her children would be apprehended. 


Lisa also has two children with asthma to worry 
about. In August of 1997 her family doctor said that if 
she didn't get some rest she was going to collapse, Lisa 
was functioning on about three hours of sleep a night. 
She'd had the baby on an asthma machine every three 
hours, day and night, for almost a year and four other 
children to care for. 


Under the arrangement Lisa made with Child Welfare 
Services just a little over a year ago, an aid worker would 
come and help out until temporary placements for her 
children could be found. She describes the person who 
came as a “wonderful woman’”who told her she was 
“doing very well” with her children, though she was 
obviously under a lot of stress. The “wonderful woman” 
even wrote a “marvellous” letter to that effect. 


Lisa insists that, even though she was exhausted 
when she asked for help, she never had any intention of 
giving her children up, though she did sign a temporary 
guardianship order for the four younger ones. She was 
promised, she says, that there was no danger of a perma- 
nent guardianship order. Now, however, she is being 
told something different. “I feel they tricked me,” says 


Lisa. In her words, 


this is what happened: 


. By late October, I wanted my children back . . . 
since my oldest son was under a custody agreement, 
they had no choice but to return him to me. [He] came 
home into my care on November 30, 1997... | had to 
go to court to get [the other children] back. On January 
17, 1998, the judge ordered [that] my two middle chil- 
dren .. . were to be placed back with me. On the same 
day ... my Child Welfare worker promised me that my 
two younger children would be placed back home when 
I was ready for them." 

Things never got that far; instead they got worse. 
Lisa explains how her middle child came home early 
from a birthday party because he had an infected eye. 
Lisa got medication for it, but apparently there was 
some bruising. Soon after that, on April 29, 1998, the 
two older children of the children in her custody were 
apprehended from their Millwoods school, without 
warning or explanation, and the six year old who'd had 


_ what reports called the "injured eye" was taken from his. 


Since then, Lisa's five children have been placed in 
three separate foster homes. She is allowed to see them 
for six hours a week, with supervision. 


Lisa was devastated to hear that her two younger 
children are calling their foster parent “Mommy.” She's 
sure that the longer they are separated from her, the 
more difficult the adjustment will be. To add to her 
concern, she says, her second youngest has already been 
“beaten” in a former foster home. 


Now Lisa is building her own case. She has a file full 
of letters of support and commendation from a day care 
worker she's known for six years, from neighbours, from 
teachers, from earlier care workers . . . Many of these let- 
ters commend her as a parent. The same psychiatrist 
who assessed her oldest son described his mother as “an 
intelligent, rational, articulate woman who volunteered 
information spontaneously.” 


“If I'm such a bad parent or if I'm abusing my chil- 
dren, wouldn't anyone other than Child Welfare have 
noticed something?” asks Lisa. When she couldn't get 
the explanations she needed after her older children 
were apprehended, Lisa wrote the Minister for Social 
Services. In his response, Lyle Oberg appears to quote 
directly from her file. He informs her that she has pro- 
vided “inappropriate care of the children.” She is also 
accused of “refusal to work with the support services 
provided and [of creating] ongoing situations where the 
children were placed at risk.” (The last comment seems 
to be a reference to the fact that she allowed her thir- 
teen-year-old son to babysit.) 


Those of us who are parents ask ourselves: “What if it 
were me? What if I were in Lisa's situation, with no 
partner or family to turn to? What kind of parent could 
I be if I had to deal with all those challenges? How 
would it feel to be under continual surveillance by an 
institution which had the power to take my children 
away?” 


The Good in God! 


‘ve never been a religious man. As a matter of fact I've always been pretty 
cynical about the whole notion of God and Christ and what they are sup- 
posed to represent. Like many others I'm sure, I grew up around people 
who supposedly believed in God and fancied themselves Christians. Mostly 
however, I saw these folks living in a way that to me was not parallel with 
what I understood religion and God to stand for. They were supposed to mean 
good things. It's supposed to be an acceptance of a power that gave us life, that 
gave us earth and with that acceptance we as people were supposed to cherish 
our lives and the lives of all other creatures that live among us. We are to be 
good, decent and helpful human beings and this would leave us in good stand- 
ing when judgment day came. 


Poor naive me. It sure is a lot more complicated and judgemental than that. 
We all know about holy wars. That's about as oxy-moronic as military intelli- 
gence. I've known people who beat their children, who are racist, who would 
fight their own grandmothers to make a dollar, but yet every Sunday they stand 
in their church and feel special and destined for the promised land in the eyes of 
their God simply because they are in church. As well with many different cul- 
tures there are different Gods, different paths to eternal salvation, different basic 
beliefs. Personally it all confuses me a bit and I feel connected to very little of 
what I understand of it. One of the first conversations | can remember having 
when I started volunteering in the inner city was with a religious fellow. He 
asked me "if I believed in Jesus". I told him that I felt that I couldn't. At the time I 
was feeling pretty good about myself because I was helping the poor with my 
free time. | felt it was the right thing to be doing. But still according to this guy, I 
was going to hell. I could do all the good things that I wanted to, but if I didn't 
accept Christ and give him credit for guiding my choices, I was destined for the 
burning pits down below. So I figured if I was going to hell, there wasn't much | 
could do about it. | wasn't too worried. 


The more time that I've spent in the inner city the value of God and of faith 
has shown itself to me. I've seen for the first time in my life the power of God, 
the wis of God when there are no materials and deceptions to hide behind. 

pipore han the sunday, sod. I've met people and known peo a 
were virtua ‘their last prea and once they found God, their fives 0 
again. These are eae who suffered with severe addictions that they used to 
cover serious pain and despair. Sure we can argue that now rather than using 
booze, drugs or violence to cover this pain and despair they are using religion 
and their problems are still there. But you can't have violent seizures from reli- 
gion, you won't poison and destroy vital organs with religion, religion doesn't 
cause you to pass out stone cold in the middle of the winter and freeze to death. 

Religion in the inner city doesn't eat your last dime and force you to live on 
the streets. I've seen the need for life through people's needs to believe, to have 
purpose. It is empowering for many. We may argue that the notion of God and 
living life through this notion may be deceiving and an excuse for being weak or 
we may argue that God is the sole reason for life as we know it. I have my beliefs, 


which we all do, but I've seen faith in God give people faith in themselves and 
this has kept a lot of good people alive. # 
Michael Walters 
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healthy middle class people and lump them in all 
into one category, saying they're selfish, you kind 
of alienate eee who buy your magazine. I'm 
— your — oe I 


g readers with 


middie class and ] 


_ help her, for anor the 
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Say no to the pusher 


Who's addiction? 


e “pusher” wants to get you addicted. He needs your money to feed 
is own habit. He’ll entice you at first. But when you’re hooked, he'll 
drain you. In Alberta today, the pusher selling addiction on a mass 
scale happens to be our provincial government. The government is 
pushing VLTS, highly addictive gambling. It’s hooked on the money it 
can make too, it has a bad habit. 


Recently the Alberta Treasurer boosted the estimates of how much they will 
pull in from VLT gambling this year. It has jumped up to nearly half a billion 
dollars. That’s far more money then it will take in from oil industry royalities. 
What? Wait a second, more money than from Alberta oil? That's right, the 
pusher has been lightening up on the take from the big industries, and squeez- 
ing hard on its new found cash source: gambling addiction. 


And it is ugly, like 
drug addiction, 
Video Lottery 
Terminal addiction 
grinds its victims 
right to the bottom. 
This month Our 
Voice went looking 


VLTS+SUCKERS=$$$ 
HUH! WHO SAYS I NEED TO 
GRADUATE FROM HIGH SCHOOL 
IN ORDER TO BE GOOD AT MATH... 


atid Ee POU SO d y 
we couldn't use 
them all. Lies, denial, 
begging, borrowing, 
stealing and finally 
exhausted despera- 
tion are the marks of 
vicious addiction. ~ 
The machines are 
designed to hook 
you. There’s the rush 
of winning, the con- 
stant involvement of 
playing, the bells, 
the whistles, the 
steady stimulation. 
They have been 
expertly built to be addictive, and they are. 


How many stories do we need to hear of broken people, 
broken families, and suicides? This is the very ugly part of 
addiction that has fueled the-huge government campaigns 
against drugs. Now we have government as the pusher. 


It’s time to just say no. The pusher has the lines, about it’s 
everyone's free choice. The pusher can whine and com- 
plain, and come down to bullying threats: you won’t get 
those grants. But look where the money is coming from, 
and you wouldn’t want this dirty money. 

It’s time to say no. No more excuses like “it’s before the 
courts”. No more sneaking around putting the addiction in 
charity casinos. The pusher has to come completely clean 
when we say no. 

On the plebiscite on October 19 just say no to the pusher. 
Say no to VLTs. 

Keith Wiley 
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May the Great Spirit be with you! 


The Dinger 
in Calgary's : 
Mayor's ag 
Chair? 


Rick Bell takes aim at the 
Corporate Kingdom. 


BY KIMBERLEY 
LANGFORD FLUET 
ick Bell paid for his nomina- 
tion in loonies and toonies. He 
raised money by panhandling in front of 
he Bay and St. Louis and people were invit- 
ed to drop money into a green bucket. To prove he 


is a voice for the working class, Bell is operating on 
a low budget, “Dollars for Dinger!” 


Sacred Heart 
CHURCH of the 
FIRST PEOPLES 


10821-96 Street, Edmonton, AB 
422-3052 
Fax 423-0176 


Our our Station of the Cross 
Collector Series Postcards —Available Now 


Changing 
Together... 


A Centre for Immigrant Women 


) Participate Fully in Canadian Society 


Courtesy 


Learning t 
* Prevention of Family Violence © Parenting Program 
* Information & Referral Programs ® Volunteer Program 
* Non-therapeutic Counselling * Settlements Program 
* ESL for Canadian Citizens Program 
® Outreach Workshops 


For information call 


421-0175 


* Support Group 
* Mentor Program 


#103, 10010-107A Avenue 


Whoever 
loves the 
Lord 


Rick “the Dinger” Bell, a Calgary Sun Columnist 
is running for mayor. 


“lam willing to be a strong voice for the people 
who aren’t part of City Hall. My main concern is for 
the working class individual who works hard to pay 
the bills,” says Rick. 


The Calgary Sun 


Rick’s overall message is that he feels the city’s 
current government does not effectively represent 
the working class, the majority of Calgary’s citizens. 

Rick said that when he saw who was running- 
current mayor AI Duel! Id 1 Roy Clarke, 
he was shocked as both are long term members of 
council. Since it didn’t seem like anyone new was 
stepping up to the plate, he decided to run in this 
year’s election. 


Rick stressed that his biggest concerns include 
the crumbling infrastructure of the city’s roads and 
that a downtown hospital is being blown up during 
the campaign. He wonders how much City Hall 
fought for the hospital and pointed out that there 
had once been a plan for the children’s hospital to 
be closed, but people fought for it. 


makes true 


Triends. 


and Aidermal 
| 


Strathcona Baptist Church 
8318-104 Street 
Sundays 11:00 am 
439-3654 


Enhancing the 
community 

and 

supporting 
entrepreneurs in 
Old Strathcona! 


The housing crisis is another issue that concerns 
Bell, as he has seen his own rent increase by 20 per- 
cent over the past six months. 


“So far I haven't heard of anyone in City Hall 


OLD STRATHCONA 
Bt $:t-N-E 3-5 
ASSOCIATION 


We'll cover all the options and start piecing things back together. 


For a free consultation call Dave Turner, Trustee. 
Yvonne Trynchuk or Melanie Leigh Administrators. 
the debt creditor specialists 


102, 12220 Stony Plain Road 
After hours appointments available. 


: - 414-1133 
nBankrupcy 


PHOTO: jack Cusano. 


voicing their concern over these matters,” he says. 


“In Calgary,” Rick explained, “there is a lot of 
prosperity. However, the city is judged by more 
than who has the most money, it is also judged by 
the way the inhabitants treat the less fortunate.” 


Rick's previously worked as a teacher and as a 
Legislative reporter for the Edmonton Sun. He says 
that his experience as a reporter has taught him a 
lot about what people who are less fortunate experi- 
ence in their daily lives and he has even slept in a 
drop-in centre. 

He says that if he is elected mayor that 
form a citizen’s forum “where people and interest 
groups can come together to express their con- 
cerns.” He added that when it comes to providing 
them with solutions he would “give it a damn good 
shot.” 


When asked why he’d make a good mayor he 
said that he has the passion and the heart to do the 
job right. He added that he has a wide range of life 
experiences and has a great ease when dealing with 
all kinds of people. He stressed that he’ll be there to 
help the people when the fur is flying. He quotes 
his father’s favorite saying. 

“Always pick friends who'll back you up in a bar- 
room fight.” @ 


he will 


‘Se ReRR IR ES oe 
Lilith Fair Raises more than 


$20,000 for Alberta Women 


Sara McLachlan’s Lilith Fair tour, which covered fifty-seven 
cities across North America, raised over $20,000 dollars on its 
two Alberta stops. The tour donated one dollar from every 
ticket to a women’s shelter in every city it played in. In 
Calgary Lilith raised close to $10,000. The lucky recipient of 
the money there was the Discovery House, a shelter for 
women in that city. In Edmonton, WIN House received a 
cheque for $11,700. Congratulations to those two organiza- 
tions and thank you to Sara McLachlan and all the Lilith Fair 
performers for making a difference in all the communities you 
touched. # 


Tooker Gomberg 
gets big reaction in 
serious Campaign 


BY TOM MURRAY 


e name Tooker Gomberg causes an instant reaction. 
He's the darling of a chunk of the left in Edmonton, 
mistrusted by some and loved by environmentalists. 
The Edmonton Sun uses him as an all purpose punch- 


line for all things "bleeding heart liberal". 


When reading about the mayoral race one will discover that 
the larger media are mostly interested in portraying him as a 


fringe oddball. They say nothing about his political platforms. Yet in his news 


releases, he has detailed objectives and stances that cut across all issues important 
to Edmontonians, and these platforms are quite pragmatic and solid. 


Tooker: If people are hearing about what I do through the large corporate 
media, things are going to be distorted and certain perspectives will be emphasised 
and others overlooked. When I talk about energy conservation and dealing with 
the Kyoto accords, people say "oh there goes Tooker on about environment" but 
the fact of the matter is, when I talk about that I'm saying "why don't we renovate 
buildings in Edmonton for energy efficiency?” Now I’m talking about job creation 


in a city where people need jobs. 


Saving people money on energy bills. While I was on council | talked about the 
broad range of issues, from transportation, to affordable housing, quality of life. 


These are all issues everybody talks about. 


Our Voice: Your environmental and social focus has made you a target for 


some... 


Tooker: The media often says that to deal with the environmental crisis is going 
to cost a lot, and is a kind of a frill, but in my experience doing right by the envi- 
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what people throw away can be composted in their back yard or their neighbor- 
hood. In this election, we are attempting to get out a progressive sustainable, 


healthy position on virtually every issue the city faces. 


Our Voice: You're often portrayed in the media as being a one issue candidate, 


and that your ideas are not to be taken seriously. 


Tooker: Well, we're into an ecological crisis, there's certainly a financial crisis 
that’s bearing down on us, so this is not the time to be looking backwards for ideas, 


BY TOM HIND 


Vassel about being asked to take over the 

Mission on 96th Street back in nineteen nine- 
ty-four. "When I came aboard, the Mission was not 
being supported by any churches and we only had a 
hundred dollars in the bank. It was a very poor situa- 
tion. Everything was hand to mouth." 


if was quite a challenge," says Pastor Sedric 


The Mission is a place in the inner city for people 
to come and pray and access various services. There is 
a residency program for about ten men. They live 
there and pay for room and board. The rent covers 
some of the costs of running the Mission. It aims to be 
a friendly place where people can come and have cof- 
fee and visit. There is a clothing room. There are 
lunch programs. Different ministries come in and 
offer prayer services as well as food donations. There is 
a drop-in Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday during 
the day and on Saturday nights. 


"The first major crisis I had to deal with was a bro- 
ken boiler. Where was I to get the money for a new 
one and for the labour?" says Vassel. But the Pastor 


“Tt 


approaches. 


but rather to be saying ok, what's been tried in 
other parts of the world, who have wrestled with 
these problems of poverty, housing livability, 

f neighborhood integrity, there are examples out 
there that can be used as models for our cities. 
When someone reads about it in the Edmonton 
Sun, it may sound like a wonky idea, but we've 


been doing our homework. In my travels in Europe, in Scandinavia, Denmark, 
Holland, there seemed to be a kind of acceptance of experimentation in society. A 
tolerance for diversity, which I think is very healthy. A society should not be too 
rigid, and think that it has all the answers. There seems to be a fear of different 


Our Voice: How about your percieved anti-business bias? 


Tooker: | tried, on Council, to get Economic Development Edmonton (EDE) 
more interested in local community economic development. You can go off some- 


where and try to get a branch plant in Edmonton, create a hundred jobs, and that's 


fine. But when that multi-national company finds somewhere where they can pay 
someone less, or they can get their electricity cheaper, they'll leave Edmonton in a 


matter of months. On the other hand, if we focus on supporting the local econo- 


my, then you have sustainable, solid economic development for the city. The city 
could be a facilitator to helping smaller businesses . EDE money goes to the big pic- 


ture, the big economic development. Smaller stuff gets virtually no attention. 


iS CC 


Our Voice: | know that you worked for Inner City Housing, and that inner city 


? 


“Tooker: If people are desperate, and they re impoverished, crime tends to go up. 
One of the foundations of dealing with the issue of poverty is having a place to 


live. If you don't have a safe place to live, your life becomes a shambles. If you do 


have a safe affordable place to live, you can start getting the other aspects of your 
life together. It seems to me, the mayor should be leading the way to come up with 


strategies for addressing homelessness. All levels of government are passing the 


has surmounted this problem and has turned the run- 
ning of the Mission around to the point that it now 
receives support from the Pentecostal Assemblies of 
Canada and the Seventh Day Adventist Church. 


The pastor has been working with the poor, home- 
less and prostitutes since 1988. "I was called to this 
work by God," he says. This bottom lines his agenda. 


Born in Jamaica forty-six years ago, the Pastor 
immigrated to the United States, where he completed 
his formal schooling and then worked construction 
for his bread and butter. Several years went by until he 
was given the "call" to the Pentecostal ministry, The 
call came in a vivid dream. 'Go and help the poor and 
the indigent.’ 


Sedric Vassel has been involved in this community 
since 1981, when he worked with youths at the 
Church of God on 93 Street and 115 Avenue. 


On September 8th of this year, Pastor Vassel also 
saw the realization of another dream. The Dream 
Centre opened; project for girls working the streets 
who wish to turn their lives around. Vassel raised the 
start up cost and with volunteer help and goods and 


buck around. The problem is getting worse, not better. 


labour, completely 
renovated the 
house, which is a 
residency program 
for eight women at 
a time. Currently 
two women have 


moved in to the oA 
Dream Centre. But 5A) 


the Pastor's vision My 


is to purchase two 
more houses. 

“A few weeks ago, a middle-aged woman dropped 
by to inquire what the Dream Centre was all about. 
When | explained that it is a place where women can 
come to recapture lost dreams of their youth, when 
their innocence was still intact, the lady with tears in 
her eyes told me ‘I allowed my dreams to die’.” 


In his own way Vassel is telling street people with 
major problems that their dreams can be rekindled 
and made real through God. If only they want to try. 


Our Voice Yj 
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God, the Streetcleaner Iam Woman 

Iam a woman of many cultures 
with common bond, 

to be known equal 

and to not be played upon. 


I hear you say God 

when the people lay near dead 

at my feet 

on my street 

with cheap beer coated glass ropes 
strung around their necks 

and | feel torn apart 

as they struggle to breathe. 


Iam a women of equal status 

and have a voice that sounds 
out strong. 

Who can stand up and speak 
for herself 

and who knows right from 
wrong. 


I hear you say God will take them 
home- 

these homeless drunks 

these beautiful people 

with ugly lives 

-when their eyes close and their lungs 
turn to dust. 


BISSELL 
CENTRE 


Offering help 


Iam a woman who stands 
beside the other half 

and is proud of who she is 

and proud to lend a hand in 


and support to ios say God. | irre Sr ac pe 
Is he a streetcleaner? ot to lay Ourden. on omy 
families with fies 


young children 
Ph: 423-2285 


by Marvin Ends. 
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EDMONTON'S LEADING MATTRESS DEALER 


Sealy Posturpedic, Simmons Beautyrest, Pure Brass Beds, Juvenile Furniture 
+ Immediate Delivery * Disposal of Old Bedding 


WE'RE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK 
NORTH SOUTH 


12930-St. Albert Trail 454-9820 3643-99 St. 434-9388 
OUT OF TOWN CALL 1-800-665-1952 


10th ANNIVERSARY 
FIT CONCERT for 


* Colleen Wilson West 
* Ryan Scott 
* Herb White 


FEATURING: 
* Shiloh Baptist Chior 
* Potter’s Clay 


ELLERSLIE ROAD BAPTIST 
Saturday, October 17, 1998 at 7 P.M. 
10603 - Ellerslie Road, South Edmonton 
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their very own published books. 


edmonton's independent 


Iam a woman in this world 
along with you 

and I have the right to be treat- 
ed with respect 

and we can conquer the prob- 
lems of this world together 

if we share our intellect. 


Iam a woman in a world along 
with man 

and it is my right not to stutter 
or be mute. 

I am equal in power and 
authority. 

I am made equal by the hands 
of God. 


by Sherlyn Gajewski 


"EDITED BY MICHAEL WALTERS © 


Songs 


of the Streets 
Collectors’ Series. 


Buy all three copies of these special autographed 
Songs of the Streets poetry books. 


A limited number of sets are available for sale. 
100.00 per set. 


The proceeds from the sale of these limited collections will go toward 

the cost of publishing small chapbooks of individual poetry written by 
some of the poets published in the Songs of the Street inner city poetry 
collections. This will give some of our stronger and more prolific poets 


To purchase the Songs of the Street Collectors’ Series, 
please contact Michael Walters at 428-4001. 


Goyette’s book, a cheerful finger pointer 


SECOND OPINION, the best of Linda Goyette 
published in Edmonton by Rowan Books. 


e tough reporter hears about a grave 
injustice, plonks a hat on his head and, with a 
gleam in his eye, heads out to uncover the 

truth and right the wrongs. Many journalists still 
carry this old stereotype around in their heads, 
although the reality of reporting is a far cry from it. 
With a phone stuck to your ear, you listen to the 
voices of government and business and their paid 
“spinners”, feeding you the story. It’s what's 
expected of you, and all you have time for, to meet 
the deadline. 


Lucky Linda Goyette of the Edmonton Journal 
gets to use the freedom of her regular column in 
the daily paper to go out and crusade, just like 
every junior reporter would love to do. Now she 
has published a collection of these hard-bitten 
columns in a new book, Second Opinion, the best of 
Linda Goyette. Pulled from the last few years, 
Goyette’s attention in these columns covers many 
issues, what riled her at the time. 
The book groups them into 
loose categories, Justice, Alberta 
Politics, Work, Women... and so 
on. 


mM 


ASTORAL MINISTRY | 


4 

And what do they get to eat? In the same column fine C 
where she’s reporting on Klein’s talk at an elegant 
hotel dining room, Goyette snoops in a typical 
food bank hamper: “Family of three: One parsnip. 
One celery bunch. Three loaves of white bread. A 
half-dozen tins of soup and beans and tuna. 
Onions. Four bananas. Some potatoes. A withered 
pepper. Some eggs. No coffee or tea. No sugar. No 
fresh milk or dairy products.” 


Pastoral care for residents of the inner city. | 
| 


’ 
Sister Marion Garneau 


424-7652 


Rev. Faith Brace 


mare 96 Street 
(upstairs) 


Goyette’s style is a homey, kitchen-table sort of 
story-telling, with lots of regular people showing up 
to have their say. But she packs a punch too, and 
isn’t shy about hauling out some numbers or 
salient facts to back herself up. 

In fact, Goyette’s columns are so full of relevant 
information the book becomes like a social history 
textbook, a snapshot of Alberta in the 90s. It 
becomes clear that research, relentless digging, is 
the backbone of Goyette’s writing, like any tough 

reporter. 


Asking why Edmonton’s hog plant work- 
ers should have to work for North 
Carolina wages leads Goyette into a 
whole exploration of “the taboo ques- 
tion” of how much people make. Stock 
brokers got an average 62 per cent 
increase since 1990. Advertising 
agency people got 20 per cent. “ 
And, “Chief executive officers of 
Canadian companies earned an 
average $733,000 in 1996, up 11 
per cent in a single year... Down 
here on planet Earth, the average 
Canadian worker earns $604 a 


citizenship in — 
a corporate 
world. 


Many speakers, workshops 


November 12 -14th 


Featuring conference 
Keynote Speaker 
DAVID KORTEN 


Author of “When Corporations 
Rule the World" 


Goyette plays no favourites, 
and is afraid of no one. She takes 
them on. Ralph Klein’s talk to a 
very fancy Salvation Army fundrais- 
ing lunch gets called “crap”. But 
very politely, by a former Sally Ann 
volunteer, “Pardon me for being vul- 
gar”. 


For full conference 
registration or to buy 
tickets to hear 

David Korten 


Calgary 
.November | Ith at 7:30 PM 
Location TBA 


Call 492-8558 
Edmonton 
November | 2th at 7:30 PM 


Tory Lecture Theatre II, 
University of Alberta 


e-mail 
parkland@gpu.srv.ualberta.ca, 
www.ualberta.ca/~parkland 
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deficit speech with a few whacks at the 
poor.” Goyette-wrote. And she noted 
there were no poor people there to 
defend themselves, either, so loyally, 
Goyette took up the task. “Two thirds of Edmonton 
food bank users are on social assistance. People turn 
to Alberta food banks at twice the Canadian rate.” 


For every Albertan who has got- 
ten mad hearing some narrow-minded 
public opinion, Linda Goyette’s book is a treat. She 
is there to point fingers right back at them, forceful- 
ly, and with lots of facts to back it up. # 

Keith Wiley 


Aboriginal AIDS Prevention Society 


201, 11456 Jasper Ave Edmonton, AB 
| TSK OM1 Phone: 488-5773 
FAX: 488-3735 Toll Free: 1-800-256-0459 


utreach Services from a Cultural Perspective 


Sharing , Caring, Honesty, & Respect 
O 


October 17 


The Intemational Day for the Eradication of Poverty 


One-Stop 
Earth and Environmental 
Consulting Services Worldwide 


a situation of poverty does not eliminate the 


e Regina Anti-Poverty Ministry, along 
| with various local activists and other 
community organizations, is coordinating 

the Western Canadian Poor People's Conference. 
More than just an organization or individual, we 
are part of a growing global community of 
people questioning poverty and searching for 
solutions. 


There is a community of poor people, though 
it is often difficult to see. This conference will 
help people to network and communicate with 
others about the issues that affect us everyday. 
There is power in that communication and there 
is hope in the realization of that power. 


We should be concerned with meeting the 


basic needs of individuals, helping people one at 
a time. Unfortunately, helping one person out of 


problem of poverty altogether. In our wealthy 
country, poverty is unacceptable in any situa- 
tion. 


Poverty in Action which has just opened its 
new office at 10874-97 Street is trying to raise 
money to send people who live and work in 
Edmonton's poverty community to the confer- 
ence in Regina. Our Voice along with Poverty In 
Action is asking for donations to help pay for 
the costs of travel, accommodations and child- 
care expenses for those members of the poverty 
community who could benefit from what the 
conference in Regina has to offer. 


If you are able to assist us at all please call 
Midge Cuthill at 990-1840 or 990-1842 or 
Michael Walters at 428-4001. 


Environmental Impact Assessments 
Environmental Audit 

Soil & Groundwater Remediation 
Waste Management 
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Air Quality Assessments 
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Environmental Site Assessments 
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Hydrogeology 
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Analytical Chemistry 
Environmental Chemistry 
Materials Engineering 
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ngela Jones is one tiny fiddler whose 
talent is bigger than her size. She has 


been busking since April of 1998. 


"Busking has improved my abilities to per- 
form in front of people. I've become a lot less 
shy. I've actually found it's a lot easier to play 
in front of strangers than it is in front of peo- 
ple I know," says Angela. 


Angela talks about the motivation of her 
mother's influence. Her mother also had tal- 
ent and passion for the fiddle. 


It's encouraging to play my fiddle in front 
of people because you get to see their reac- 
tions. Some people just walk by and others 


r Voice vendor 


Kirk Purcell had been sleeping homeless in 
the river valley. He was struggling to pay off a 
series of fines totalling $800. He was panhan- 
dling on Edmonton's Jasper Avenue when he 
met Our Voice vendor George Descheneaux. 


Kirk and George respected each other as 
they worked their trades along the busy 
Edmonton street. They got to know each other 
over a cup of coffee and this is where George 
learned of Kirk's plight. Understanding Kirk's 
circumstances, George agreed to let him stay at 
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stop and talk and even request things," 
Angela said. 


You can find Angela and her fiddle on 101 
Street and 102 Avenue in Edmonton. 


Our Voice asked Angela, "If you had the 
opporunity of sharing the spotlight in con- 
cert with your favorite musician, who would 
it be?" 

I'd like to play with Sinead O Connor | 


that was possible," was Angela's reply. # 


his place until he was back together again. 
George also suggested that Kirk start selling 
Our Voice, in order to pay off his debts and to 
get back on his feet. Kirk pursued the chal- 
lenge and is successfully selling Our Voice. 


"[ learned that by not being afraid to help 
other people, you can give them a chance to 
get their dignity back," says George. 

"He's helped me out quite a bit, cause | was 
sleeping down in the valley. George pulled me 
off the street when I needed it the most. He's 
been nothing but good to me," says a grateful 
Kirk. 


ar 
Supporters 


Thank you to the businesses and organizations whose 


support helps publish this magazine. We invite you to 
take your business to them as supportive community 


businesses and organizations. 


Alberta Traffic Supply Ltd. 
7798 16 Street 


Edmonton AB 


Mayo Industrial Autotmotive 
Sales 
10538-1 15th Street 


T6P IL9 Edmonton,AB 
403 440 4114 TSH 3K4 
426-2870 


CCTF A Division of Emco 
3691 98 Street 


Edmonton AB 


Northern Alberta Prosthetic 
& Orthotic Services Ltd. 
11024 127 Street 


T6E 5N2 

463 8700 Edmonton AB 
T5M 0T2 

Chalmers-Castle Downs 403 452 9513 


United Church 


12315-132 Avenue Sedgewick Limited 


Edmonton,AB 10130 103 Street 
T5L 376 Edmonton AB 
455-3664 | 15) 3N9 

| 4200777 
European Food Ltd. 
10045 81 Avenue Track 'N Trail 
Fdmonton AB 10148-82 Avenue 
T6E |Y7 Edmonton,AB 
433 0014 T6E 1Z4 

432-|707 


JA Matheson Equities 
11914 129 Avenue 


Edmonton AB 


Wal-Mart Canada Inc. 
375 Bellrose Drive 


TSE ON3 St.Albert AB 
403 455 6688 T8N 3K8 
458 1629 


Liquor World 
#100 - 3838 Calgary Trail North 


Edmonton,AB 
T6) 7A9 
435-1444 


NIGHTHAWK 


Manufacturing Inc. 


— “Your One 
** Stop Cushion 
Shop” 


Electronic Heat Sealing * Quality 
Wheelchair Upholstery 
Cushions and Accessories 
#2-51331 Range Road 224 (403) 922-4882 
Sherwood Park, AB Fax (403) 922-4451 
Canada T8C 1H3 1-800-661-6247 


Ward 


Next month in 


A Voice for the Community 


A Voice for Democracy 


Ranting Tim Lander 
street poet 


Health & Addictions 


Re-elect Michael Phair 
on October 19 Info: 496-7620 


Custom Laminating 
Services 


Custom Lamination of All Printed Media 
1.5 mil 3 mil 5 mil 10 mil Film 
FOAM CORE »« 40” x 60” * PLAQUE MOUNTING 
No Minimum Charge 


* Menus * Membership * Children’s Art 
* Newsprint 


* Blueprints 


* Maps - Experts in Dissection 
Lamination & Reconstruction 
of Oversize Maps 


* Report Covers Cards 
* Signage 


Laminating is Our Business / Our Only Business 


* Flip Charts 


Fax 462-0530 8732-61 AVE Edmonton, ABT6ESP6 Call 469-7890 
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Patricia Raymond 
Manager 


Telephone: 479-0475 Fax: 479-7238 
8540 - 126 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5B 1G9 


printing 
typesetting 


Photocopying 
bindery 


THE SLAG SHOP 


* Flags * Flag Poles « 


¢ Custom Banners» 


CALGARY 

1-6624 Centre Str. SE 
Calgary, AB 
640-1842 


EDMONTON 

15507 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, AB T5P 321 
484-5850 


HALLIBURTON’ 


Office: 403-231-9400 
Fax: 403-231-9366 


1000;333-5 Avenue SW 


Calgary, Alberta 
Canada T2P 3B6 


TRANSPORTATION 


15th Floor, CENTURY PLACE 
9803-102A AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA T5J 3A3 
(403) 496-2812 
Fax: (403) 496-2803 


Building Better Futures 


10450 - 42 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 
Canada T6J 6X4 


Telephone: (403) 437-8080 
Facsimile: (403) 435-2020 


A DIVISION OF REVELSTOKE 
HOME CENTRES LTD. 


AIPICo Instruments Ltd. 


“Working for a better tomorrow” 


9241 - 35 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 


T6E SY1 process control specialists 


IN EDMONTON 


Roxanne 
Deschene 


BY JOHN ZAPANTIS 


Roxanne has been selling Our 
Voice off and on since 1996. 


She relys on Our Voice for 
income and for her it is a forum 
to interact with people. 


“I need the extra money, 
because sometimes I don't have 
any and I like to meet new peo- 
ple," says Roxanne. "It makes me 
feel like I've accomplished some- 
thing. I'm not just sitting around 
and expecting a handout.” 


Roxanne can be found seling 
on 101 Street and Jasper Ave on 
the SW corner in front of the 
blue bank. 


ayne has been selling 
Our Voice for two 
months now. 


"I was panhandling for the 
eight months before that and I've 
gotten a much better response 
from this program. I get more 
respect from the public," says 
Wayne. 

"| enjoy selling the magazine. 
I find it interesting and I like the 
people who I encounter," he says. 


You can find Wayne selling on 
8th Street, under the 9th Street 
bridge. 


Vendor Name 


EVERY 
Authorized vendor 


has a BADGE! 


Number 
Authorized by _ 


OUR VOICE VENDOR’S CODE 
* | will be sober at all times while working 
* | will be polite to all members of the public 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


Our 
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